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1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/17/07 
has been entered. 

2. Claims 45-52,54,58-70,74-81,83-92,96-108,112-119, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lawlor et al. (5220501). 

For claim 45-51,58-70,74-81,83-89,91,96-108,112-119, Lawlor discloses a 
system and method as claimed. Lawlor discloses a financial accounting computer 52 
(that has more than one file) and a plurality of financial transaction computers 54. The 
transaction computers 54 are programmed to receive data inputs (via a means for 
establishing inputs such as a keyboard or data entry device) as claimed and are 
disclosed as transferring the data inputs (transaction instructions) to the accounting 
computer 54 (for example see column 7, lines 5-24). The network is 56 and/or 62 
(means for transferring the data inputs). The financial transaction computers 54 are 
programmed to provide interactive access to the file of the accounting computer 
because it is disclosed that there is a security function that requires users to identify 
themselves by the use of account numbers and a PIN. This is a way to provide 
interactive access as claimed (means for providing interactive access). Once the user 
has access, the user and/or agent can enter data inputs (a new financial transaction 
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such as a transfer of funds or a bill payment), process the data by reviewing the data, 
adjusting data (changing the amount of a periodic bill that is automatically paid), and 
deleting data (informing the bank of an incorrect charge that you did not make and 
having it corrected). A user can perform any and all of the recited functions. Lawlor 
inherently must have a modem as claimed in claim 91, because one cannot conduct 
data transfer from one computer to another computer on a network without a modem of 
some kind. The modem is the device that allows access to the network so that data 
transfer can occur. It is considered inherent that there is a computer readable medium 
of some kind (claim 78) that stores the computer programming that "controls" the 
recited method. An accounting statement is produced as claimed, see column 7, lines 
60-63; column 10, lines 24-43; column 14, lines 3-6; and column 15, lines 47-54. 

For claims 52,90, Lawlor discloses more than one financial transaction computer 
54. Lawlor discloses a plurality of computers 54 and each of the computers 54 is fully 
capable of transferring data inputs to the file of the accounting computer. This is 
because a user can use any computer 54 that they want to, and gain access to the 
accounting computer to enter new data if so desired. This ability is present in the prior 
art reference. 

For claims 54,92, applicant is reciting a method step directed to the intended use 
of the apparatus. This defines no structure to the apparatus and because the system of 
Lawlor can do what has been claimed, Lawlor anticipates what is claimed. For claims 
58-60,74-76,96-98,1 12-1 14, Lawlor satisfies what has been claimed. A user and/or 
agent can enter data inputs (a new financial transaction such as a transfer of funds or a 
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bill payment), process the data by reviewing the data, adjusting data (changing the 
amount of a periodic bill that is automatically paid), and deleting data (informing the 
bank of an incorrect charge that you did not make and having it corrected). A user can 
perform any and all of the recited functions. 

For claims 80,81,118,119, Lawlor discloses the claimed apparatus. Lawlor 
discloses a means for establishing a file on the financial accounting computer 52, which 
is the save function of the computer that allows files to be saved and data to be saved 
to the files. The means to establish data inputs is the input function of the terminals 54 
that take in transaction data that is to be transferred to the accounting computer 52 via a 
communication network. The means for providing access to the file is taken to be the 
security function of Lawlor that requires users to identify themselves by the use of 
account numbers and a PIN. This is a means to provide access as claimed. The 
means for generating an accounting statement is the software that allows the data to be 
viewed such as in an account statement or in any of the financial data services 
disclosed in column 7, lines 60-63; column 10, lines 24-43; column 14, lines 3-6; and 
column 15, lines 47-54. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 5/17/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant has argued two points. One point argued is that the remote terminal of 
Lawlor is not a computer. This is not persuasive. Applicant argues that a computer by 
definition is an "electronic machine that performs high speed operations or assembles. 
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stores, correlates, or otherwise processes information". This is a very broad definition 
that includes all types of devices. The remote terminals of Lawlor are "electronic 
machines" that take in information from a consumer (assembles information) and then 
processes this information. Information is clearly being taken in and processed by the 
remote terminals, even if most of the actual transaction processing is occurring at a host 
computer and not at the terminal itself. The terminals take in data, transmit and receive 
data, and executes commands in response to the processed data. The remote 
terminals of Lawlor satisfy the definition that is being argued by applicant. Also, the 
examiner questions where support can be found in the specification as originally filed for 
the applicant to rely upon this specific definition for "computer". 

The second point argued is that the central computer of Lawlor is not a financial 
accounting computer as claimed. The central computer is exactly that, a computer. It 
processes financial data and financial transactions. This satisfies what is claimed as it 
is a financial computer that accounts for financial transaction data. It is very reasonably 
considered to be a "financial accounting computer". Also, the name you call a given 
computer lends no structure to the system. What you call a computer defines nothing 
structurally or stepwise to the computer itself. This second argument is not persuasive. 

The final argument that Lawlor does not operate as claimed is not persuasive. 
This is not addressing the specific steps claimed and the prior art and relied upon by the 
examiner. The prior art rejection as set forth by the examiner is what needs to be 
addressed. This is taken as nothing more than a mere allegation of patentability as it 
does not touch on the specifics claimed that are believed to be novel. 
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This is a RCE of applicant's earlier Application No. 09/975457. All claims are 
drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been 
finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had 
been entered in the earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
even though it Is a first action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 GFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no, however, event will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Ruhl whose telephone number is 571-272-6808. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 571-272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




DENNIS RUHL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



